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ö ST ERDAYI received (what is impro- 
| perly ſtyled) a reply to my Addreſs, : 


1 ö ſhould think it loſt time to follow this 
- writer through the detraction and abuſe, with 
which he has been pleaſed to honour me. Upon 
a very ſlight view, they will ſpeak for themſelves. 
If had been an enemy to the baptiſts, as he would 
_ repreſent me to be, Icould not have wiſhed toexhibir 
a more ſtriking and awful proof of the fiery and 
uncharitable diſpoſition, which prevails amongſt 
ſome (I am far from . . all) . that perſuaſion, 
than what this perſon affords in the publication now 
before me. Had I been a Jeſuit, a Roman Catho- 
lic, or a Father-Confeſſor ny of reproach wg 
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| this entleman's meekneſs has provided) I hope, 1 
mould have acted at leaſt like an honęſt man. Let 

us ſee, whether this angry baptiſt, in the proof of ß 
his goſpel obedience, and following ali the command- 
ments of God (of which he makes ſo loud a profeſ- 
ton) has done likewiſe; or rather, Whether he has | 
not brought à railing arruſation, and borne falſe wit- | 
mes againſt his neighbour. Tis a bad cauſe that 
muꝛuſt be ſupported by calumny and invective; and 
If none but bad men (whatever be their pretenſions) 

will ſtoop to make uſe of them. 


This worthy man ſets out with producing evi- 
dences of my candor; and it muſt be owned, that. 
garbled and mutilated as my words appear in his 
very ingenious arrangement of them, I could ſcarce 
believe yep N I firſt read them, and began 
to think, that if he had not been impoſed upon by 
ſome ſurreptitious copy of the addreſs, he muſt re- 
ally have been guilty. of ſome very foul dealing him- N 
"ſelf. However, IJ ſoon found, that it happens 
very unfortunately for this writer (F ſome times 
over ingenious people do make a ſlip), that if an 
done ſhall think 9 his wWI E 2 
collate both his tract and mine, placing his quota- 
tions by my expreſſions, he will have ſome very 
- ſtriking Inſtances how far the heat of a party may 
carry a man. To make an author ſay what he does 
not mean, might be done by a common genius; but 
to make him aſſert what he never would have 
thought of, ſeems, reſerved for ſuch people as this 
bright luminary of the Baptiſts. The only favour 
I deſire of the mernbers of his denomination (among 
whom know ſome exemplary Chriſtians, wl o muſt 
# bluſh for the unhappy. ſpirit of this lame defender) 
is, that they will be To faithful to conſcience and 
reaſon as to compare. notes, and ſee how juſtly, 
Eee - decently, 


— 


* 5 «ft; 3 5 


dece 5 and fairly, this perſon has quoted: me. 


"It thil be the belt ſample of his profeſſed obetlience 
to all the commands of Chriſt, of which I take 
| bulk to be one; he may keep the reſt of his cargo 

to himſelf.” The world would do better without 
it; and, L may add, his on cauſe would be leſs 


c 


1 ſhall omit to dwell upon his apparent igno- 
rage, and the incorrect conſtruction of his lan- 
uage: A common reader may notice them, and 


= © they are of no conſequence but to himſelf. Let 


one cannot help ſmiling at the affectation of his 
Hebrew criticiſm, p. 29. as though he would be 
thought to have made a progreſs in learning, When 
it evidently appears, that he has not made the very 
common beginnings towards it:”” Thoſe, who will 


that his knowledge and Chriſtianity are much upon 
à par; the one as 1 Ptible, 45 bor nana is du- 
Hor Sw 
J muſt — this writer with ten direct and pal- 
pable falſhoods, over and above continual inſtances 


3 mutilated aotation and perverſe wreſting of my 


+ meaning. which are indeed but little better. For 
the proof of the former, I ſubmit the following evi- 

dences to the reader; and, for a demonttration of 
y the latter, 1 refer him to the oy itſelf. 


1. He "I (p. 702 10 Should our Lord's interroga- 


« tion to the Jews be put to our author [meaning 


me] The Baptiſm of John, was it from Heaven, or of 


85 4. elf Mat. Xxi. 2. HE WOULD ANSWER' AT ONCE, 


© of men, from the moſt peſtileat heretics.” This 
wy  urterly, untrue, T ſhould anſwer the contraty. 
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,” wade through his performance, may ſoon perceive, 
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«* a dangerous error.“ I deſire this man to point out 
any ſuch words of mine. My words, at p. 7, are, 


This plain Addreſs does not proceed from any ſpirit ' 
of bitterneſs againſt you or your profeſſion, but 
from a ſincere deſire of warning your ſouls againſt 
„ embracing bat [the outward mode of ba tiſm] 


<« for an eflential truth, which, /o | embraced, may 
prove a dangerous error.” A writer muſt be 


greatly pinched for argument, when he both forges 


a falſhood upon his opponent, and makes him 
ſpeak nonſenſe at once. _ 


4 


3. He aſſures us, in the ſame page, concerning 


the baptiſts; ve do not urge baptiſm upon any 
% man, much leſs on all men.“ That this is not true, 
I appeal to all thoſe who have had religious conver- 


ſation with moſt of them. I appeal likewiſe to his 
own book; in which, at p. 31, he blames miniſters 
for not making it the ſubject of their ſermons; and 


at p. 35, declares, that“ as infant baptiſm, in its 


„ nature and tendency ſuperceeds [i. e. ſuperſedes] 


* and cancels many of the foundation truths of the 


« goſpel, and a part of experimental and practical 
ce godlineſs, it muſt be criminal to maintain or juſ- 
« tify it.” If this be not urging the oppoſite doc- 
trine both pen ſome and upon all men, he would be 
kind to tell us what is. 8 


4. In p. 12, I had ſaid, © circumciſion was but 

#© a trifle, and an outward trifle too like outward 
e baptiſm, WHEN CONSIDERED IN ITSELF DISTINCT 
« from tbe circumciſion of the heart which it ſignified, 

<« being an outward ſign of a ſpiritual ſeal, but, triſie 

« 25 it was, bow warmly did the apoSile _ ag 

* „ ala- 


falſhood I turn to P.8, where 
he quotes a paſſage, with inverted commas, as if 
T had ſaid, © eſſential truths from God may prove 


5 1 1 8 b i A * I 


— 


H PF N 
«+ * 


r 

« Galatians, when be found them diſpoſed by ralLsE 
« TEACHERS fo make it à fine qua non, an eſſential 
« article and condition of ſalvation?” This honeſt 
gentleman, for his own convenience, takes the firſt 
_ clauſe of the ſentence ending at the word baptiſm, 


and by lopping off all the reſt, makes me call cir- 


cumciſion and baptiſm, without any limitation, TR I- 


FL ES; Which is injurious to my ſenſe, and contrary to 


my meaning. He palms a falſhood upon me, which I 
diſclaim; and therefore it becomes His own. I would 
ſay once for all, that I prize all the ordinances of the 


| goſpel, for the ends to which they were inſtituted. . 


But J reſt upon none of them for ſalvation. Ilook upon 
them as the ſcaffolding to a builqing, which, when 
the pile is completed, ſhall finally be put aſide for 


ever. Shall I pay then ſo much attention to the form 


of the ſcaffold, as to miſtake it for the building itſelf? 
5. I had obſerved, that © if you [baptiſts] make 
the orcinance of baptiſm ſuch a condition, or a 
* parcel of a condition; or (which is juſt the ſame) 
if you ſuppoſe you ſtand higher in the favour of 
„God upon receiving it, and that thoſe, who 
have not received it in your way, are therefore 
e not fit to partake of the other ordinance of the 
&« goſpel [the Lord's ſupper] with you; I muſt tell 
e you plainly, that you fruſtrate (perhaps with no 
more deſign than the Galatians) the grace of God, 

and are really brought, while you are ſeeking to 
bring others, into ſpiritual bondage.” My oppo- 
nent firſt mutilates the paſſage to ſerve his turn, 
and then ſays, that © this is ſending all the baptiſts 


„ to hell at once.” If this be not a falſhood and 


ſlander of his own, let every reader determine. 


6. After expatiating upon the waſhing of regene- 
ration, mentionel in ſcripture, I remarked that 
* * this 
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He himſelf has obliged his party, by applying che 


6s. 1 1 
66 this ſpiritual baptiſm alone will waſh. away i» 
„ foul ſpots of bigotry, cavilling and en . 
« and induce that holy frame of heart, &c.“ 
mentioned theſe foul ſpots in a general — 4 
matter to them. Oui copit, ille facit. I neither called 
« their faithfulnels,” nor any good quality among 
them, by” thoſe odious names; and, therefore, 
here again he has borne falſe witneſs againſt me. 


As to. his favoutits: mode of. a haps 
tiſm, it by no means appears that this writer has. 
been cleanſed by it from thoſe: foul .ſpots. I have 
mentioned. 1 never thought it could be efficacious.” 
for any ſuch purpoſe. Indeed, it has had ſo poor. 


an effect in this inſtance, that I am not much 


tempted to follow him. Perhaps he was (as he 


terms it) © an improper ſubje&” the ff time, and 


is © juſt What he was before, it. not_worſe;;” 


Let me adviſe him to take another dip. We 


ſhould hope to ſee him clean, at leaſt from the 
toul at ot cavilling, N a een trial. 

7. My. We ventures another ſtep, and 
gravely tells us, (p. 13) that“ if this author 1s not 
* Roman Catholic, his noiſe about ſchiſm retorts on 
* himſelf; but we, who never were of the body 
de HE BELONGS TO, &c.“ It. 8 very little 
what profeſſion people make, if they are deſti - 
tute of honour and truth. But as to myſelf, 
I am a Proeteſtant in the ſtricteſt ſenſe: this there- 
fore is the ſeventh n 

8. Theſe ealumnies do not t yet ſatisfy o our gen- 
tle man: he ſcems to riſe in his rage, as well as in 
his detraction. I. had obſerved, that diſſen ſion 
was a mpſt diabolical and deſtructive error. This 

| | good 


* 
good man (p. 15) ſhifts my word diſſenſſon into his 
word baptiſm, and then roars out in this ſhocking 
language all his own, © If it be a diabolical and» 
ce deſtructive error, Chriſt mult be (O horrid blaſ 
% phemy l) a devil, and his inſtitution a moſt de- 
« ſtructive error, and fo deſtructive, that the heart 
4e that retains it, as all the Baptiſts do, cannot be ſa- 
d ved, &c.” So vile a forgery, committed in pounds, 
ſhillings; and pence, would forfeit a man's hfe to his 


country: But this baſe and daring calumny, it ſeems, 


is goſpel obedience and keeping all the commandments 
in this man, — This is not all: He has the addition- 
al honeſty to ſay of me, that © before he curſed. 
« yg, and now ſentences us to deſtruction.” - The: 
ſcandalous and abominable falſhood of this aſſer- 
tion will appear from the whole tenor and lan- 
guage of tlie Addreſs, upon the lighteſt inſpec- 


9. This excellent man has not done yet. Why 
ſhould thoſe . ſtrain at gnats, who can ſwallow 
camels? In p. 18, he informs his readers, that 
there are people who repreſent them [the divine 
commands] as the cauſes of perdition and dam- 
ce nation to them that obey them :” And then aſks 
concerning me, Does this ſimple principle [of 
<« faith] teach him to ſentence his brethren to 
e damnation ?” I] ſentence my brethren to dam- 
nation! Infamous falſhood ! Where do I hold 
ſuch language, and when have I expreſſed ſuch an 


opinion? God ſhall judge betwixt this man and 


me ; and if repentance of this evil be not granted 
him, I would not ſtand in his ſtead at the day of 
judgment for ten thouſand worlds. Who would 
ever have imagined, thata writer, like this, could 
have quoted a laying from a good man, that he 
* would not tell a = to ſave the world ;”? 9 
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„„ 7h | bn 
be . had the folly to make a worſe bargaihy | 
and to tel! near a dozen for nothing ? mY . 
10. My opponent has been pleaſed to vent the 
nin preceding falſhoods againſt moe; but the tenth 
* muſt be kept like a tythe-pig, entirely for 
bimſelf. He acquaints his readers, p. 17, that 
this author may be a father-confeſſor.” 1 charge 
this upon him as a wilful and deliberate falſhood 
uttered againſt bis own conſcience z and I even ap- 
peal to that conſcience for the truth of the charge. 
He knows. preciſely knows, I am not. If a man 
cannot be honeſt to his own mind, it is not to be 
expected that he will be honeſt to others. I aſk. 
him, I aſk the upright and faithful of his own pro- 
feſſion, I aſk the world; if a man, who really 
knows me to-be a Proteſtant, and can notwithſtand- 
ing fit down and traduce me as a Roman Catholic 
and a father-confeſſsr, does not commit the Friple 
fin of abuſing his neighbour, of writing againſt 
the light of his own mind, and of holding out a 
lye before God? All this may be a part of his. 
religien; but, I bleſs God, it is none of mine. 


If the compaſs of a ſheet would have allowed 
me (and it is not worth while to protract an alter- 
cation with ſuch a writer any farther) I deſigned 
to have enlarged upon this gentleman's wanton 
perverſion of my language and ſentiments, through- 
out his unhappy performance. A few remarks, 
however, ſhall not be omitted. 


p.16, he dels us (and with truth) that 
% ANoW ing who are God's elect BALON GS To Go 
© ONLY.” And yet he adds, that “ the evidences 
é of it are regeneration, faith, and effectual cal- 
ee lig. which WE LOOK FOR as prereguiſit es to bap- 

tilm 


N 7 . : ! - 4 
5 | x 1 | ; 
* b. 
« tiſm. How! Election known to God dnly; and | 


yet regeneration, faith, &ec. Icoked for by Man, as 

a prerequiſite to baptiſm ! Can this perſon then 

diſcern the ſpirits, and point out who have faith, 

and who not? If he can diſcern faith, &c. in the 

ſoul, which is a proof of election, how can elec- * 

tion in that caſe be known to God only? If he 

cannot diſcern faith, &c. in the foul, how can he 

reſume to make it a prerequifite to baptiſm ? And 

how can that be true, upon this ground, which he 

ſays is true, that ſome 7mproper ſubjefs may receive 

it? Either way ke contradicts himſelf, and proves 

that he is talking about what he indeed does not 
underſtand. 1 5 
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P. 11. Neither Simon Magus, nor a Judas 
* (ſays my opponent) ſpeak ſo contemptuouſly of 
* baptiim as this author,” Will this learned man 
ſhew us when and where either of theſe two ſaid a 
word about. the matter? I will allow him to be 
better acquainted with them, than I am. But that 
I ſpeak contemptuouſly of baptiſm, as a divine 
ordinance, is a ſlander. My objection was 
againſt laying a Preſs. upon any particular modes 
of baptizing even infants as well as adults. This 
he might know, if he would underſtand me. One 
ſhould have thought, that near ſix months? con- 
ſideration of my ſw words would have qualified 
him for being a fairer interpreter of them. I may 
often apply the ſaying of the Pſalmiſt to this wri- 
ter, he miſtakes my words. I am talking about 
ſetting up one mode of baptiſm againſt another, 
as a mark or rule of faith : He ſhuffles the terms, 
and would make me ſpeak againſt baptiſm itſelf. 
Let me adviſe him not to aim at ſophuſtry, with- 
out having wit enough to diſguiſe it. 
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(10 K, : a 
P. 10. He 13 6 Did the Baptiſts in every age 


Wh : ſfhiee the apoſtolic day obey a trifle? Let him 
but name half a dozen of them in cvery age, and 


I will thank him. If he would only diſcover one 
in. ſome ages, it would be quite a curiofity. But 


If he cannot, what becomes of bis kind of church 


all the while? The words of that bleſſed martyr 
Philpor, in Q. Mary's time, as conveying the 
opinion of our reformers, I recommend to his at- 


tention. © Foraſmuch (ſeys that excellent man) 


«* as the baptiſm of intants is of more antiquity 
meaning, than the excluding uſe of adult bap- 
*tiſm] and hath its beginning from God's word, 
* and from the uſe of the primitive church; it muſt 
not, in reſpect of the abuſe in the Popiſh 


church, be neglected, or thought not expedient 
to be uſed in Chriſt's ci Aurentius, one of 
the Arian ſect, with his adherents, was one of the 


« fr that denied the baptiſm of children; and 


«next after him Pelagius the heretic, and ſome 
* gfþer that were in St. Bernard's time, (as it doth 


appear by his writings) and in our days the 
« Anabaptiſts ; an inorcinate kind of men, ſtirred 


up by the devil to _ deſtruction of the goſpel. 228 


Fox's ad and Men. | repeat here, that the pre- 


ſent baptiſts of England are widely different in their 


manners from the late baptiſts of Germany ; and 
that I know ſeveral among them, who, in their 
lives and converſations, are an honour to the gol- 
pel. Yet even this is no juſtification of that nar- 


row, ſeparating and dividing ſpirit, which makes a 


eriterion of any particular opinion, not neceſſary to 


ſalvation; as ſome of theſe peremptorily do upon 


the adminiſtration of baptiſm. That can never be 
of God, which raiſes a wall of pariition among his 
Ch 1dr en. 


P. KA. 


hl 


( 


P. 14. This writer aſſerts, that “ the principle 


< and practices of Feſus, and ALL THE P&IMITIVE 


* CHRISTIANS, were the ſame as ours;“ meaning 
the Baptiſts. ' I need take no pains to prove both 


the temerity and ignorance which attend this falſe- 


hood. Every man, who knows any thing of the 


matter, knows to the contrary. 


P. 16. He indireQly calls me a Fe/uit. I fteely 
acquit him of every charge of that fort. Ignatius 
of Loyola would have refuſed ſuch a diſciple. 


Whoever may be concerned, I am ſure he never 


had a hand in the plot. 


I paſs over, as a common thing with this perſon, 
his perverted quotation of me in p. 15, and ſhall 


only remark. his Petition on my behalf: The 
Lord (fays he) give him repentance unto life, 
* but probably he will call this duplicity and hy- 


&« pocriſy.”—I will call it neither, I will take it 


in good part, if it be ſincere ; if not, he muſt anſwer. 
for the izſincerity to his Maker. However, his 
Rehe comes rather too late; for the repentance 
he mentions. has been granted already. Vet I own 
there ſeems reaſon to ſuſpect, that he wiſhed rather 
torepreſent me ſoprofligate and abandoned a © liber- 
<« tine” as to need repentance unto life, thantoexpreſs 
anyveryhearty deſite for my welfare. Hz, who 
trieth the hearts of all men, will one day try his. 


Tis an exerciſe of patience to keep temper with 
ſo unfair an opponent. He aſſerts, p. 17, that I 
charge the Baptiſts + with reſting their hope of 
eternal ſalvation on it,” that is, baptiſm, and 
with their “ confeſſing it no article of faith:“ And 
then he adds, Both are abſolute falſities, and 
he muſt know them to be ſo.” None are ſo 
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; blind as thoſe, who will not ſee... . Theſe, are, Bis 
own miſtakes, to ſay no worſe. I beg the reader 


to turn to the Adareſs, or he will be able to form 
no judgement to what purpoſe the words are uſed. 
Taken in their proper connexion and ſentences, 
they are neither © abſolute falſites, nor do I know 

« them to be ſo.” A conſiderate perion will per- 
ceive the author's meaning where they are uſed, 


and will find my complaiſant friend not a little | 
_ miſtaken. For my. own part, [ do believe, and 
- am not aſhamed to maintun, that whether the ent- 


ward mode of baptiſm ſhould be adminiſtered to in- 


farts or adults, is no article of faith: If it be one 
with this gentleman, he has an article more in his 
creed than the apoſtics admitted into theirs. = 


He ſays in p. 12, that © it never entered our 
« hearts to make baptiſm neceſſary to ſalvation,” 
Why then does it enter into their heads, at leaſt- 


into this man's. to lay (p. 30) that it is “a means 
of falvation,” and ſuch a means as that © it is 


« certainly the higheſt preſumption for any, who 
t have opportunity, and have a right to uſe the 
« means, to neglect and flight them, and yet expert? 


* theend ſalvation Or, that giving up adult bap- 


« tiſm is giving up a moſt ſolemn profetiion of taith 
in the holy Trinity” (p 25). Or, that it “ is a ſolemn 

part of the counſel of God, which no faithful 
66 67 of miniſter can keep back, who would be 
clear trom the blood of all men; for thoſe who 
« reject it, reject the counſel of God againſt them- 
& ſclves“ (p. 26). Or, that © the Pzdo-bapriſts 
« cruelly cut off one ct the church's breaſts (bap- 
« tiim) and adopt an abominable harlot in its 
« ſtead” (p. 27). Or, that “ none but the Bap- 
« tiſts can truly ſay in baptiſm, that Chriſt is — 
« Apoſtle and high- prieſt of our profeſſion.” 15 

44 2 


28) And, a great deal more of the ſame ſepara -H 
ting, unſcriptural, unevangelical traſn; Whieh is 7 
worth neither comment nor recital? » ©” i 

Bad as it is, it would be more excuſable to flan- 
der me and forge my fayings, than to falſify, as he 
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ſay the firſt century, after Chriſt z or prove, from 
any authentic eccleſiaſtical writer, that, in every 
century, or in any one century, from Chriſt down to 
the retormation, any zen, among the myriads of 
martyrs who ſuffered for the goſpel, preciſely de- 
clared againſt infant baptiſm, and made it a cauſe of 
ſeparation trom other Chriſtians ; I will}uponproot, 
profeſs myſelf a baptiſt directly. But ſo far is this 
from being a practicable caſe, that this writer, not- 
withſtandinghis poſitive air, is unable to ſnew, that 
la 


ö hhhas done, the records of God. For he tells his 18 th 
readers, in p. 12, that * the Word informs us, {T8 
that none but perſons who have true faith, and 4 i 
© are already ſaved in a goſpel ſenſe, have a right 14 5 
u o it [i. e. bapriſm}.” There* is no dealing 11 
; with a man, who will take ſuch liberties as theſe. Po k 
I can find no ſuch words in my Bible, or any thing I. 
like them. he ought to inform us, who printed his. A+ 4 
May I aſk him, if it be a corrected tranſlation ot 111 
his own ? | OT | Ki 
| © | | Big 
In p. 10, he roundly aſſures us, that © baptiſm 1 * 
« [meaning adult baptiſm, or there is no ſenſe in +8 
e the paſſage] hath*not only authority of a divine 1 4 
« command, but the undi/puted ſanction, and the if 1 
« jnvariable practice of very near the three firſt 1 
« centuries, and more or leſs in all ages fince; -* if 
« which fant baptiſm has not.” Is this mere - 8 
ignorance, or downright audacity? However, f . 
here I may relt the point. If this perſon will ſhew +» 3% 
to me, that either infant baptiſm was exploded by x 1 
: the church durirg the three firſt centuries (I wiil 7s 
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MY 'T 14 Gy, „ 
in all the 3 be mentions, adult baptiſin, i 1 
ee and oppoſition, to infant baptiſm, 


. hs peen ſo much as debated in the world by oof 


chers than by notorious heretics. 


The poltſcript about the Paro-baprfs is 100. 
23 to be noticed. 


7 muſt alſo. throw aſide the wretched perform * 
ed conſtitute the tail of this pamphlet, 
d the weakeſt and worſt defence I ever read in my 
lite upon that ſide of the queſtion. Such a jargon 


has not often been foiſted into the world upon any 


| Tubject : nor would any man gain, the lea credit 


by a refutation of i it. 


Upon the whales this der has by no means | 
ſolved the dilemma, nor indeed attempted any thing 

* Fairh towards it. The bulk of his piece (fo far as 
it concerns me) is a continued ſeries of perſonality 


- add miſquotation, carried on by ſuch a ſpirit of 


bitterneſs and ill-will, as makes it no uncharitable 
judgment to ſay, that it is very oppoſite to he mind 
which was in Chriſt Jeſus. It cannot be the ſpirit 
of God, which will lead a man to this kind of war- 


fare. Indeed, if I underſtand him right, he dif- 


claims all title to it, and aſſerts (in p. 4, of his ap- 
pendix) that he knows none that pretend to have 
the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, except it be a de- 
4 ſuded madman here and there.“ The promiſe of 
the Holy Ghoſt is unto believers and to their chil- 
drenz and it can no where be proved that the bap- 
tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt fri&ly and peculiarly means 


the power of working miracles. And when I men- 
tioned ſomething about he joy of the ſeul; he takes 
fire at the 8 and inſinuates, with an evil 
wind (P. 13) that I mean © * the fiye PR ſacra- 
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ments that proteſtants fenbüncg;“ forgetihig 


that the kingdom of God, or the goſpel, cfffiſtg in 
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bitterneſs againſt your party, nor ever roſe up with 


VVV 
that it is the privi gent be ſo 


N 156 ee 
and that belie vers in all ages have acknowledged 
the bleſſedneſs of it with gratitude to Him, Who 

beſtowed 1 If be knows nothing of 
be ſou], may it be my porilon 


r 45 


7 AS... VCC ET NT” „ 
One word to this writer himſelf, and I take my 
leave of him, perhaps entirely. e 


8A, 


I take the liberty to ſay, that your performances 
have proved, how little you know ht manner of 


* 
— 


ſpirit you are of. Unleſs I had touched Diana, hy 
ſhould Demetrius be angry? If I had offended 


truth, I'was an object of your pity; if I had written 
. againſt it, you ſhould have anſwered, not with de- 
traction and falſhood, but if you could) by afgu- 
ments of ſcripture and reaſon; if I had taken up the 


matter with a baſe and maleyolent intention, it was 
your duty to have expoſtulated with firmneſs, yet 
mixed with decency, As the caſe now ſtands, you 
have wounded your own caule, if not your. own 
foul, A day will ſhortly come (and God knows 
how ſoon) when you and I muſt give account of 
theſe papers before an holy and impartial tribunal. 


It behoves us:both to examine our conſciences, whe- 


ther our pens have been guided by truth, or dipped 


my aſſertion, that | never ſate down to write with 


enmity againſt their perſons. I thought I ſaw the 


truth of God; I wrote according to my light; and 


I wiſhed 
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in perverſion and ſlander, ' I lay my hand upon 
my heart, and I call God r6 witneſs the” truth of 
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7 3 A wiſhed i to profit thoſe, 3 e! it was mgant: 
my =" leave the iſſue to H1m, who orders all things for 
"the beſt, | bear no ill- will, even to you. N 
4 have been obliged, in my own defence, to ex we 
*.your caltmnies ;- you ſhall ever find me a Chriſti 
" , who neither wiſhes ill, nor would do ill, tohis N | 
I, 1 > bour... "Things, and not men; truth, and not per- 
= 24 ſons, was the great ſubject of my inquiry. And 
* Whether ny 3 be Engliſh, Sock, or Iriſh; I 
cannot imagine, how any words of mine can be 
the more or leſs_true upon. that account. I have 
0 * no reaſon, however, to be aſhamed of my name 
or my profeſſion; but I have not quite vanity, or 
oſtentation enough to think them of any conſ- 
quence in this debate. Truth does not, and can- 
© not, depend upon . /uch foundations; abuſe and 
© ſeurrilicy poſſibly may : and therefore 1 * mw 
© ſeribe 0 as before, 


1 he Baptiſts ſincere e * a 
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